
Rectorõs farewell 
Message 

The week of the 15th ð 20th of November 

was highly successful for the sixth year 

pupils of Wick High School. They raised a 

grand total of £1882 for the Children In 

Need charity.  

Throughout the week, they held events at 

break time including a bake sale, a choco-

late fountain and home made smoothies. 

The sell out smoothie was òBeveridge 

goes Bananasó, popular 

among both pupils 

and staff. Our 

Special Needs 

Unit, also contrib-

uted to our total by 

holding a bake sale on 

Friday morning. 

A wide variety of lunch time 

events were also held. The ôPub 

Quizõ challenged our 11 teams 

with the òAverage Joesó com-

ing out on top. Our very own 

Cilla Black (Paul Gallagher) 

hosted Blind Date in great 

style, Winning teacher couples 

included Mrs Rathie & Mr 

Mackenzie and Miss Wheeler & 

Mr Aitken as well as our pupil 

ômatch made in heavenõ Emma Cowe & 

Sam Skerrett. They all enjoyed a roman-

tic date in the canteen. The slave auction 

consistently raises a lot of money and a lot 

of laughs. Sixth year pupils dressed up and 

were auctioned off to the highest bidder; 

the highest price paid was £38 for Lesley

-Ann Sutherland and Nicolle Harcus 

who were dressed up as dice. Mr Daniel 

Lewis showed a surprising agricultural 

aptitude by hiring Bo-Peep and her sheep 

for the afternoon. 

Due to the overwhelming response for 

the final dayõs concert we had to hold a 

ôStars In Their Eyesõ concert on Wednes-

day night. This event was open 

to pupils, families and friends. 

Jamie Reid won first place, 

taking home a glass trophy 

donated by Lorraine Keith, 

for his star performance as 

Paolo Nutini , a role he found 

hard to shrug off for the rest of 

the week. 

Children In Need Con-

certs were held on 

Friday the 20th. All 

concerts were 

hosted by S6 

pupils and the 

l ine-up in-

cluded bands, 

singers, cheerleaders 

and staff- including Physics 

teacher Mr Peter Darmady, who gave 

an emotional rendition of òBarbie Girl. 

S6 were praised by the Rector for their 

dedication and hard work throughout the 

week. Once again the pupils of Wick High 

have demonstrated their generosity to-

wards those who are less fortunate than 

themselves. Overall, the week was hailed 

as a success by all! 

£1800+ raised for 

Children in Need  
Once again we have the opportunity 

to celebrate some of the many suc-

cesses achieved by our young people 

over the past few months.  Recently 

you received a copy of the schoolõs 

Standards and Quality Report which 

contained information that will not be 

repeated in this Newsletter. 

Our pupils have acquitted themselves 

very well in a wide variety of activities, 

and we can all be proud of their 

achievements.  The staff continue to 

be delighted with the extremely posi-

tive comments we hear concerning 

the manners and demeanour of our 

pupils both in the school and during 

the various events in which they par-

ticipate . 

The term will end with services for all 

year groups, the Disco for S1-S3 and 

the Senior Prom.   

I also look forward, with great antici-

pation, to the successful conclusion of 

the rigorous campaign for a new 

school.  This campaign was led by the 

Parent Council and received a great 

deal of support from the school com-

munity and a number of local politi-

cians. 

This is my final message to parents as 

I retire at Christmas.  I wish to take 

this opportunity to thank all parents 

and members of the community for 

their great support over the past few 

years, and I wish the school every 

success in the future. 

December 
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DATES for your diary 
Thursday 23rd December  ................. School closes 
Friday 15th January ............................. S4 Reports home 
Friday 22nd January ............................ S5/6 Reports home 
Wednesday 20th January .................... S4 Parentsõ Evening 
Tuesday 26th January .......................... S5/6 Parentsõ Evening 
Monday 1st February .......................... St.Grd English Prelim 

Tuesday 2nd February......................... St.Grd French Prelim 
Tuesday 16th February ....................... Inservice day 
Wednesday 17th February  ................. Inservice day 
Thursday 18th February ..................... S4 Prelims start 
Friday 19th February ........................... S2 Reports home 
Monday 1st March ............................... S5/6 Prelims start 



Mrs Thain has once again been the driving force be-
hind  collections to raise money for the Annual 
Blythswood shoebox appeal.   
I n  2 0 0 8 132,000 shoeboxes were 
sent bringing the total since 
we began the appeal in 
1993 to 1 , 1 2 2 , 0 0 0 . 
This year over 100,000 
filled shoe boxes are on 
their way to our partners 
in Alba- nia, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, India, Moldova, 
Pakistan, Roma- nia, Serbia, Sri 
Lanka and Ukraine.   
This tremendous figure can only be achieved by the 
dedication of thousands of people around the UK who 
take the time to make up the boxes; in Wick High a 
total of £300 was raised and 40 boxes made up for this 
appeal. The money was raised through very generous 
donations from the staff, penny collections from the 
pupils, a sale held by Ms Macarthur, the canteen staff 
and Mrs Johnstonõs never-endless supply of òdropped 
penniesó. Mrs Gates and Mrs Morrison kindly deco-
rated all the boxes.   
The boxes, filled with such simple things as a hat and 
scarf, a toothbrush and tube of toothpaste make a big 
difference to people who have very little. A small toy 
car, a skipping rope or just a packet of sweets brings 
smiles to the faces of children. We know how happy 
these boxes make the people who receive them and 
how surprised they are to receive a present from some-
one who doesn't even know them. 

Shoebox Appeal.  
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ôEco-Schoolsõ lives again 

Cont.  

This year the music department of Wick High would like 
to make special mention of four of its outstanding young 
musicians. They are: Katie Rose MacDonald (2R), Na-
than Todd (4N), Rebecca Stewart (5W) and Gillian 
Mackay (5Y). These pupils have won the honor of be-
coming members of Highland regional school music or-
ganisations.  

Mr. Russ Murray, teacher of music at Wick High, said 
"with the small music department we have in Wick, it is 
particularly rewarding to have as many talented pupils par-
ticipate in these prestigious groups". In order for a pupil to 
be selected for of these ensembles, they must pass a chal-
lenging audition. They are also required to attend rehears-
als, which take place in Inverness every other month. Pu-
pils must also practice additional music which they per-
form twice a year in concerts that are open to the public. 

Katie Rose plays violin for the Highland Regional Youth 

Orchestra. Last year she played for the Highland Youth 
String Orchestra. Nathan is now in his second year of 
playing viola with the Highland Regional Youth Orchestra. 
Rebecca has recently joined the Highland Youth Big Band 
as vocalist and alto saxophonist, this group specialises in 
jazz music. Gillian is now spending her first year with the 
Highland Youth Wind Band on trumpet.  

WHS Musiciansõ 

Success  

Back row Gillian Mackay 5Y, Rebecca Stewart 5W,  
front row Nathan Todd 4n and Katie Rose Macdonald 2R  

The dress code continues to be highly successful with virtually 

all pupils following the guidelines. Once again, we are indebted 

to parents for their substantial cooperation in making WHS a 

school. to be proud of. 

X Shirt, blouse, T-shirt or polo shirt in WHITE with or 

without a school tie.  

X Blazer, sweatshirt, hooded top, fleece, jacket, zipped top 

or school top in BLACK  

X Dark plain BLACK trousers (not jeans) or skirt 

X BLACK shoes or plain BLACK trainers 

Jackets which are not black should be removed inside 

the school buildings. 
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The Ecoschools committee has been reconvened and 
as a result we have received our two recycling bins for 
dry waste. We are very pleased as we can now recycle 
plastic bottles (empty, with their tops removed) and 
cans as well as paper and cardboard. The immediate 
result is that:  
a) the recycling team do not have to cross the road to 
the Coop  
b) they do not have to post everything through the 
small holes in the bins  
c) it only takes them 10 mins to do what used to take 
40mins.  
With this extra time, they are now covering old A4 pa-
per boxes with wallpaper and distributing them to 
classrooms to collect recycled paper, cans and plastic 
bottles (with tops removed). They are also preparing 
similar boxes for reusable paper aka. one-sided paper.  

The Ecoschools committee is in the process of co-
opting pupils to further plans for a school allotment, 
recycling canteen waste, composting and developing a 

class conscience. The committee also will prepare an 
audit for perusal by the new school group. 
Small actions have an incremental and disproportionate 
outcome. 



On the 4th Nov at WHS. S4-6 pupils in biology and home 

economics had the privilege of a talk from Professor 

Hugh Pennington of Aberdeen University. He has the 

reputation in the media as the òScientist who calms the 

nationõs fear.ó  

Professor Penningtonõs expertise is used by the 

Government during public inquires into the na-

tionõs health and has resulted in many of his rec-

ommendations becoming law, includ-

ing the formation of the 

Food Standards Agency.  He delivered an informative 

and entertaining talk on bacteria and viruses where he 

used illustrations examples from his work in the field of 

microbiology. He smiled as he stated òBugs are my life 

and they are doing well.ó 

He kept our interest by telling the stories 

about outbreaks of food poisoning from 

typhoid in 1964 (Aberdeen) to e-coli in 

1996 (Wishaw) and 2005 (south Wales). 

Professor Pennington outlined the history 

of bacteriology, the presence and preven-

tion of bacterial infections, throughout 

the 20th century ending with the 21st cen-

tury òhospital superbug,ó MRSA. His sci-

entific explanation stripped down to sim-

ple laymanõs terms made them easy for his 

audience to digest. 

Professor Pennington informed his audi-

Wick & Thurso òCharm Offensiveó 

in Europe!  
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to France, visiting Wellington Quarry in Arras where pupils 

had to navigate their way around underground tun-

nels occupied by the Allied forces during 

World War I and II.  Whilst enduring 

very wet conditions, the pupils also 

visited numerous Somme battlefields 

and memorials, including Vimy 

Ridge, Beaumont Hamel and Thi-

epval.  The trip ended on a high 

note with a visit to Paris and 

EuroDisney.   

All the pupils and staff had a won-

derful time and felt it was a worth-

while experience.  For many of the 

pupils it brought home the devastation 

and loss caused by the First World War.  

There were also many new 

friendships created between 

the two schools.  The staff 

were proud of both the Wick and Thurso High school pupilsõ 

behaviour and felt that they were a credit to their schools.   

Sixteen S4 and S5 Wick High School pupils recently joined 

with fifteen Thurso High School pupils to em-

bark on a trip to the First World War 

battlefields.  The trip gave the pupils 

an opportunity to visit the battle-

fields that they have studied in 

Standard Grade History.  It also 

allowed them to meet pupils 

from another school as well as 

experience two foreign coun-

tries.      

The trip had a jam-packed itin-

erary that included many cultural 

as well as historical experiences.  

Pupils visited a number of war 

cemeteries and memorials in the area 

surrounding Ypres, includ-

ing Tynecot and Lange-

marck.  They also attended 

the Last Post memorial service at the Menin Gate and vis-

ited the In Flanders Field Museum.  It was then onwards 

History students spot something interesting! 

Professor Pennington delivers ôBugsõ talk 

ence that swine flu has dominated his life lately, with constant 

demands from the media for information as the world waits to 

see if the pandemic will spread out of control. He went on to 

outline previous flu epidemics 

including his first-hand knowl-

edge of flu in 1957 

He gave advice on the im-

portance of not picking our 

noses, washing our hands 

properly, cooking food thor-

oughly and that by using our common 

sense and following basic hygiene can reduce the risks to 

health caused by òbugsó. 

 òBugs are my life 

and they are do-

ing well.ó 


